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We cannot be far wrong in attaching weight to a
view considered in these ancient and authoritative
Buddhist books to be of such transcendent import-
ance. It is precisely the not having grasped this
essential preliminary to a right understanding of
Buddhism that has rendered so very large a portion
of the voluminous Western writings on the subject
of so little value. And the point is historically also
of the very highest interest, for the Buddhist position
is the inevitable logical outcome of all discussion of
the soul theory ; and the Buddhists of course hold
that in the West also people must inevitably come
to the same conclusion when they have leisure to
turn from the at present all-engrossing questions of
the accumulation and distribution of wealth.

You will, however, understand that this apparently
at first sight purely negative position is not the
Dharma proclaimed by the Buddha. It is merely his
answer to the previous religious and philosophical
systems. Without the " soul " they, one and all, fall
at once to the ground. And the point is only made
of so much importance in Buddhist writings, because
the Buddhist teachers held, and rightly held, it im-
possible, before the rubbish had been cleared away
from the site, to build the new Palace of Good
Sense. They held it impossible, so long as men were
harassed by doubts and fears about their " souls/' to